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Solar cells play a vital role in renewable energy systems, and ongoing 
research is dedicated to enhancing their power efficiency and longevity. 
Advancements in perovskite solar cells, particularly in power 
conversion efficiency (PCE), have shown significant progress, 
confirming its viability as a technology. Perovskite solar cells have 
achieved power conversion efficiency (PCE) levels of up to 25.5%, 
comparable to conventional photovoltaic technologies like silicon, 
gallium arsenide, and cadmium telluride. The substantial enhancement 
in power conversion efficiency figures over the last decade has shown a 
remarkable advancement in the efficiency of perovskite solar cells. This 
study examines the trajectory of perovskite solar cells in becoming 
economically feasible and generally embraced as a critical renewable 
energy technology. The advancement of flexible and wearable solar 
cells, together with miniature solar-powered sensors, has increased the 
efficiency of solar cell power production. Perovskite solar cells have 
shown a specific power of 23 W/g, much higher than traditional silicon 
or gallium arsenide solar cells. Further research is needed to address 
the challenges related to perovskite solar cells' stability and power 
conversion efficiency. Perovskite solar cells integrated with energy 
storage units have the potential to enhance the overall efficiency of the 
system. This study discusses an approach to improve the efficiency of 
novel solar cells, specifically focusing on lead-free tin-based perovskite 
solar cells and tandem solar cells. The advancement of technology in 
thin films, such as hybrid nanocomposite thin films and quantum dot-
sensitive solar cells, has the potential to improve the efficiency of solar 
cells. The primary outcome of this study is derived from the following 
inference: incorporating plasmatic nanostructures into thermal energy 
systems will enhance their efficiency and sustainability by integrating 
solar energy. 
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1. Introduction       

A solar cell is an essential part of renewable energy 
systems, and the development of this technology 
aims to enhance the amount of power delivered per 
unit surface and the lifetime of the cells. In the latest 
developments, studies’ outcomes have established 

higher advancements in PCE in Perovskite solar 
cells, which is promising [1], [2], [3]. The 
achievement of perovskite solar cells has hit a 
maximum efficiency of up to 25%. 5 % is somewhat 
comparable with the older conventional 
photovoltaic technology of silicon, gallium 
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arsenide, and cadmium telluride [4], [5]. Over the 
last decade or so, there has been a tremendous 
improvement in the efficiency and performance of 
perovskite solar cells, which have proven to offer a 
rapid trend in PCE. Consequently, the observed PCE 
values steadily increase over time, as shown in 
Figure 1, demonstrating the extraordinary 
advancement of perovskite solar cell technology. 
Key events point to the further growth and 
potential of perovskite materials in PCE, declaring 
photovoltaics based on perovskites as a rapidly 
developing branch. The illustration highlights the 
positive path of perovskite solar cells toward being 
commercially viable and widely accepted as a 
crucial renewable energy technology.  
 

Figure 1 illustrates the improvements in Perovskite solar 
cells' power conversion efficiency (PCE) over time. 

 
Advancements in flexible solar cells and wearable 
sensors powered by small solar cells have 
improved the power output of solar cells [6], [7]. 
Perovskite solar cells with flexibility have shown a 
specific power of 23 W/g, a notable advancement 
compared to traditional silicon or gallium arsenide 
solar cells [8]. In Fig 2, the changes in the specific 
power of flexible perovskite cells are shown and 
compared to the regular silicon or gallium arsenide 
cells. Perovskite solar cells give specific values that 
point to a particular power density achieved in 
various studies or noted in apertures. 
Furthermore, the integration of wearable sensors 
with small ultra-thin solar cells has been proven to 
generate enough energy to power devices like 
mobile phones [9]. There is still much to achieve in 
terms of stability and PCE of perovskite solar cells, 
although gains in boosting the PCE have been 
recorded recently [10]. CZTSSe has been depicted 
to have a power conversion efficiency of solar cells 

at 12%, which is a plateau. 6%, meaning that in the 
case of the organization, more studies are needed 
to improve efficiency levels. People have studied 
the integration of solar cells with energy storage 
facilities, with limits to high energy usage and the 
adjustability of bandwidth [11]. These limitations 
call for integrated systems with  embedded 
perovskite solar cells and energy storage units to 
boost their performance as a system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2: Benefits of Perovskite solar cells flexibility in 

contrast to traditional silicon or gallium arsenide-based cells. 
 

Solar cell efficiency quantifies the proportion of 
sunlight that a solar cell transforms into electrical 
energy. The calculation involves dividing the 
electrical power output (𝑃𝑜𝑢𝑡) by the solar 
irradiance input (𝐺) and the surface area of the 
solar cell (𝐴). 

𝜂 =
𝑃𝑜𝑢𝑡

𝐺×𝐴
 × 100%                   (1) 

 
 MPP refers to the point at which a photovoltaic 
(PV) system operates at its highest power output. It 
is the optimal operating point that maximizes the 
efficiency and performance of the system. The 
maximum power point (MPP) refers to the specific 
point on the current-voltage (I-V) curve of a solar 
cell or panel where the multiplication of current 
and voltage. 
 𝑃 𝑚𝑝𝑝 =  𝑉𝑚𝑝𝑝  ×  𝐼𝑚𝑝𝑝              (2) 

 is optimized to its highest value.  
Fill Factor (FF) The voltage and current at this 
specific location are represented by the fill factor 
(FF), which quantifies the degree to which the I-V 
curve of a solar cell approximates a rectangle. This 
indicates the effectiveness of converting sunlight 
into energy. 
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𝐹𝐹 =
𝑉𝑚𝑝𝑝 × 𝐼𝑚𝑝𝑝 

𝑉𝑂𝐶 × 𝐼𝑆𝐶 
                   (3) 

Power Output (𝑃𝑜𝑢𝑡)   
The power output of a solar cell or panel refers to 
the precise amount of electrical power it generates 
while working under specified circumstances. The 
calculation is as follows.  
𝑃 𝑜𝑢𝑡 =  𝑉𝑚𝑝𝑝  ×  𝐼𝑚𝑝𝑝                 (4) 

 
Evaluation Techniques 
 a-Measurement: The direct quantification of 
voltage, current, and irradiance by standard test 
conditions (STC).  
b- Simulation: involves using software tools such 
as PVsyst, SAM (System Advisor Model), or 
MATLAB/Simulink to create models of solar PV 
systems. 
c- Analysis: Data obtained from I-V curves, solar 
cell datasheets, and environmental factors such as 
temperature and irradiance are employed to 
compute efficiency, maximum power point (MPP), 
and power output. 
 

 

 

Figure 3. The schematic diagram shows the interactions 
between a CIGS solar cell's related material, PCE versus Jsc. 

Efficiency of the system. The studies and 
development of solar cells, particularly perovskite 
solar cells, have rapidly increased power 
conversion efficiency. Therefore, it is mandatory to 
continually conduct studies to stabilize and 
increase the efficiency of solar cell technologies 
regardless of advances made in reaching higher 

PCE and more innovative solar cells, like flexible 
and wearable versions [12]. 

2. Solar Cell Energy Efficiency 

Improving the efficiency of solar cells is a pivotal 
factor in the advancement of renewable energy 
technology. Several studies have examined ways to 
enhance solar cell efficiency through various 
approaches. Another approach is to use tin-based 
perovskite solar cells instead of lead-based ones. 
Still, there are challenges in efficiency and stability 
comparable to the lead attached [13]. Perovskite 
thickness has been investigated in tandem solar 
cells for efficiency improvement with segmented 
light absorption technologies, and their efficiency 
can further improve with an increase in power 
conversion efficiency and open circuit voltages 
[14]. Figure 3 represents a relation between power 
conversion efficiency and short circuit current 
density for a Copper Indium Gallium Selenide for 
the solar cell. The figure shows a curve of Jsc against 
PCE for the CIGS solar cell, and the shaded section 
of the curve denotes the range of operation. It 
would also clarify the relationship between Jsc, an 
essential characteristic of the solar cell, and its 
dissimilarities. It would also provide helpful 
information on the efficiency and potential 
optimization of CIGS-based photovoltaic systems 
[15]. A clear understanding of how specific aspects 
of the materials, such as short circuit current 
density (Jsc) and power conversion efficiency 
(PCE), are kinetically linked can help improve the 
existing design and fabrication processes of CIGS 
thin-film solar cells and their performance [16]. 
This image has proven invaluable to scholars, 
engineers, and manufacturers in the CIGS-based 
solar technology research and marketing 
processes. Such measures considered effective in 
enhancing the power conversion efficiency of the 
CIGS solar cells are believed to be helpful in the 
search for efficiency gains in kieserite solar cells 
[17], [18]. Multiferroic thin films are considered to 
increase the efficiency of solar panels where they 
are used, which can make energy from the sun 
more efficient than fossil fuel [19], [20]. Some of the 
most important solar cells are the first-generation 
cells, which include crystalline silicon and thin film 
cells; the second-generation cells, which include 
amorphous silicon, microcrystalline silicon, and 
polymorphic thin-film cells; while the third-
generation cells include the quantum dot sensitized 
solar cells. Based on the theoretical simulation, 
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Chung also observed that efficiencies are above the 
set of 40%. Studies are exploring the possibility of 
the fusion of perovskite solar cells with energy-
storing elements to manufacture efficient, 
economical, and environment-friendly solar cells. 
Perovskite solar cells represent the next generation 
of thin-film photovoltaic technologies because they 
offer superior optoelectronic properties, 
absorption, and carrier diffusion. These present a 
cheaper route…what was seen from [21] is that 
they adopted silicon solar cells. Incorporating solar 
energy and thermal processes shows that both can 
complementarities and increase efficiency and 
specificities in processes associated with reducing 
carbon dioxide [22]. It is proposed that using 
nanostructures of gold and silver can further 
improve the photovoltaic conversion efficiency in 
cell technologies [23], [24]. Emerging and 
innovative research achieved in solar cells, 
including tandem cells, lead-free perovskite, and 
hybrid nanocomposite thin film, are yet to assist in 
boosting the energy conversion efficiency of the 
solar cells. Connecting solar energy with 
accessories like batteries for energy storage and 
thermal energy systems enhances the flexibility 
and efficiency of the solar energy power source. 
New and improved technology for harnessing solar 
energy. Solar energy makes the power source more 
efficient, as has been achieved through 
incorporating energy storage units and thermal 
energy systems [25]. 

3. Lifespan of Solar Panels and Power 
Output 

Photovoltaic systems are now one of the leading 
sources of renewable energy solutions through the 
increase in the quality of materials used in the 
construction of the systems and advanced 
technologies that improve the performance and 
reliability of the systems [26]. This is because the 
durability of the solar panels is an essential factor 
in the overall economy and effectiveness of the 
system. Most solar panels stay durable for about 
two decades, and it’s normal for them to depreciate 
by less than 1% per year [27], [28], [29]. This 
durability is essential to ensure sustained energy 
for an extended period, as in the case of electricity. 
The high-power LED units used in dental resin-
based materials mostly have power output levels of 
about 2000 to 3000 mW/cm ^2 [30].  
 

 
 

Figure 4: Lifecycle Stages of Solar Panels and Corresponding 
Power Output 

 
Figure 4 depicts the standard life cycle of solar 
panels, starting with their installation and ending 
with their decommissioning. It emphasizes the 
variations in electricity generation at different 
periods. The initial high-power production steadily 
diminishes over time, seeing significant 
performance losses at the mid-life and end-of-life 
stages [31]. Figure 5 illustrates the solar panel's 
durability expectation and relates it to the 
Longevity of high-power LEDs. It also reduces the 
trend line for the aging rate of solar panels, 
meaning there is a decline in parameters such as 
power output, efficiency, or degradation rate over 
time [32]. The reduction might be correlated to 
factors like research housing conditions, material, 
wear and tear of the product, and exposure to the 
sun for an extensive period. Generally, by providing 
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the current value of the LED luminous flux, the 
current value of CRI, or any other helpful 
parameter, the output performance of high-power 
LEDs is represented in the form of a line or a set of 
points at least at that particular period. It means 
that the performance of this product can be higher 
or lower and may remain stable depending on 
factors such as LED technology, conditions to 
function, and the quality of components used [33]. 
Solar panels have the potential to give a large 
amount of electrical power if they are included in 
larger systems. Additionally, evaluate, among the 
existing designs or trends, the phenomenon of 
miniaturization in the development of thinner and 
lighter SPSs, for instance, the latest developments 
of cells that are 3mm long and 1mm thin. With a 
diameter of 5 mm, the COGs are better suited for 
applications in wearable devices [34].  The panels 
have advanced technologies regarding the material 
and its design, making them efficient. 
 

 
 
Figure 5. Comparing the Degradation Rate in Solar Panels and 
the Output Versatility of High-Power LED Arrays. 

 
Compared to the previous efficiency levels that 
stood at 14. 1% to 25. from 2% over the past six 
years, clearly showing that the steps to increase the 
PER rate have been effective [35]. Furthermore, it 
is pertinent to increase the active area of solar cells 
to boost power output within the working 
capability of the device; this is where efforts 

continue to be made toward optimizing solar panel 
performance [36]. The need to provide constant 
power leads to another recent development: 
incorporating solar cells with energy storage. When 
the solar cells are connected in series with energy 
storage devices, the overall energy usage efficiency 
and the power output at the maximum power point 
of the entire assembly may be enhanced [37]. This 
integration is vital, especially to realize the full 
potential of solar energy and ensure a suitable 
power supply. Finally, some factors define  the 
overall efficiency of solar energy consumption: 
durability, power level, changes in efficiency 
factors, and the possibility of adjustment for energy 
storage systems. Solar panels can seemingly 
continue to play a role in the transition towards 
sustainable energy sources by enhancing these 
elements with technological advancements and 
new designs [38]. 
 
 

4. Factors Affecting Power Consumption 
in Solar Cells 

Various details related to the power consumption 
for the operation of solar cells play a significant role 
in engineering for improved efficiency. Existing 
issues with perovskite solar cells involve PCE and 
stability, where defects in the usage of perovskite 
can easily hinder the general efficiency of the 
device [39]. Limited light absorption and slow 
collection of carriers might lead to low levels of 
short-circuit current density along with a low 
voltage or fill factor adversely affecting the 
efficiency [40]. There is a need to enhance the 
efficiency of solar cells to precipitate temperature, 
humidity, and light fluctuation for practical 
utilization in solar cells [41]. Figure 6 can offer 
significant information on the environmental 
parameters affecting the conversion of solar energy 
by identifying the impacts of temperature, 
humidity, and light current intensity on the 
efficiency of the solar cell. These relationships are 
critical in determining the highest efficiency 
achievable from the cells, how to engineer the 
photovoltaic systems to be effective under typically 
encountered stress and increase the general energy 
harvesting under different weather conditions. 
Figure 6 indicates solar cell temperature and 
efficiency. Temperatures change semiconductor 
properties and enhance electron-hole 
recombination, reducing solar cell efficiency. Since 
the figure may demonstrate a negative relationship 
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between temperature and efficiency, solar cell 
design and operation need thermal regulation. 
Several sections discuss how humidity affects solar 
cell performance. Surface contamination, series 
resistance, and light transmission increase with 
moisture, reducing efficiency. Because dampness 
reduces efficiency, protective coatings, and 
moisture-resistant encapsulating materials are 
essential. Solar cell performance and light intensity 
are evaluated. Solar cell efficiency increases with 
light intensity until saturation and material 
restrictions level or lower efficiency—the non-
linear relationship between light intensity and 
efficiency peaks at optimum irradiance. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6. Flowchart showing the various effects of 
Temperature, Humidity, and light intensity on the efficiency of 

Solar Cells. 

Transparent electrode materials also show the 
relevant criterion that impacts the cost of solar cells 
and their yield [42]. Optimal Solvent Engineering is 
essential in forming high-quality thin films of 
perovskites, thus enhancing the power conversion 
efficiencies of perovskite solar cells [43]. The 
power conversion efficiency of perovskite solar 
cells following various solvent engineering 
treatments is revealed in Figure 7, where the 
efficiency is compared between different 
treatments. The horizontal bar in the figure 
represents the mean PCE value obtained from the 
experimental results or the value retrieved from 
other existing works on perovskite solar cells 
synthesized using different SE techniques. In the 
case of perovskite solar cells, the illustration helps 
compare various solvent engineering techniques’ 
effectiveness in enhancing the PCE traits [44]. The 
study could reveal some correlation between the 
kind of solvent used and the type of processing 
conditions used and how this impacts the 
functioning of the device in question. The graphic 
may also introduce error bars or confidence 
intervals to capture the variation or, as it is 
commonly termed, the ‘noise’ associated with the 
reported PCE values 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 7. The Perovskite Solar Cells treated under different 
solvent engineering treatments seem to vary in their PCE. 

 

Furthermore, it is crucial to enhance the power 
conversion efficiency and the stability of the solar 
cell, referred to as perovskite solar cells, for 
improved performance over time [45]. This means 
that the efficiency of solar cells depends on several 
factors, including the device structure, properties 
of the active layer, spectral sensitivity, irradiance, 
temperature, and reflection [46]. Figure 8 presents 

https://ajes.uoanbar.edu.iq/


24                                                                                     Alaa Younus Rawdhan / Anbar Journal of Engineering Science, 15, 2, (2023) 18 ~ 28 

 

 

In-Depth Review for Evaluating Power Usage of Solar Cells Over Their Entire Lifespan                                                                 (Alaa Younus Rawdhan) 

the dual axes that allow for the simultaneous 
comparison of the efficiency of the solar cell and the 
temperature in dependence on the illumination 
intensity. Scientists and technologists can study 
these variables to understand how intensity 
changes affect the photovoltaic cells' capacity and 
system features. Assistance design the requisite 
working conditions of the solar cells and an optimal 
matching means to balance the efficiency factor and 
temperature dependence to optimize output and 
reliability. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8.  Relationship between the light intensity and the 
efficiency of the solar cell together with its temperature. 

 
The six fundamental parameters that define the 
efficiency of solar cells are the short-circuit current 
density, the open-circuit voltage, and the fill factor. 
Efficiency must be increased to optimize these 
elements [48]. Mechanical compliance and 
flexibility give solar cells durability in cyclic 
bending and practicality in usage [49]. 
Correcting imperfections, complementing the light 
trapping capability and collection of the generated 
carriers, enhancing stability to external conditions, 
selecting appropriate material, and improving 
productivity and efficiency parameters in solar 
cells are always necessary [50]. Concentrating on 
these characteristics, researchers may improve 
critical aspects of solar cell technology, extending 
the practical uses of solar cells in biomechanics. 
 

5. Conclusion  

This research work has been able to review many 
aspects of the power from solar cells; particular 
emphasis was on durability. A few parameters that 

could provide understanding regarding the 
enhancement and degradation of solar cells in the 
distant future have been reviewed regarding device 
design, active material, response to spectrum, light 
intensity, temperature, and reflection. In evaluating 
the literature and research that has constructed 
this study, the reader is given an elaborate analysis 
of how solar energy systems remain one of the most 
functional and sustainable solutions even in the 
current generation. The  paper emphasizes the 
crucial function of solar cells in the renewable 
energy industry and the significance of their 
prolonged lifespan. Solar panels have an average 
lifetime of around 20 years and undergo a yearly 
decrease in power output of less than 1%, making 
them essential for sustaining energy production 
over a long period. The study of high-power LED 
units in dental resin-based materials, with power 
output levels between 2000 and 3000 mW/cm², 
highlights the importance of advanced solar cell 
technology in many applications. 
The analysis delves into breakthroughs in solar cell 
technology, such as the fast development of 
perovskite solar cells, flexible and wearable solar 
cells, and integrated systems that combine solar 
cells with energy storage units. The progress in 
these areas shows potential for enhancing solar 
energy systems' effectiveness, adaptability, and 
durability. Yet, there are still obstacles to 
overcome, especially in improving stability and 
power conversion efficiency, requiring ongoing 
study and innovation. This study consolidates up-
to-date research results and ideas to provide a 
helpful resource for policymakers, academics, and 
industry practitioners to make educated choices on 
the future of solar energy systems. It is crucial to 
comprehend the power use of solar cells during 
their lifespan to influence the future energy 
environment as the globe shifts towards renewable 
energy sources. Advancing solar cell technology 
requires overcoming hurdles and optimizing 
efficiency to fully harness solar energy's promise as 
a clean and sustainable power source. 
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